Fotos: © Stift Melk

INFORMATION FOR GROUPS
www.stiftmelk.at

MELK ABBEY
World cultural heritage – top destination in Austria
The Benedictine monastery with its unique Baroque architecture combined
with contemporary highlights can be visited year-round. Because of its
close proximity to the highway A1 it is a perfect destination for bus trips. As
part of UNESCO’s world cultural heritage the abbey is a must see site for
day trips and/or longer journeys.
A visit of the monastery (with an entrance ticket) includes the Imperial
Staircase, the Imperial Corridor, the abbey museum, the Marble Hall,
the balcony, the library and the abbey church; the abbey park with its
Baroque pavilion and many other accents (May to October); the Northern
Bastion with the Wachau Lab and a panoramic terrace as well as changing
special exhibitions. At an extra charge guests can also visit the mineral
collection.

Always worth a visit –
Excellent destination for bus trips
Guided tours are possible every day:
In German, English, French and Italian (other languages on request)
Short distance between the highway A1
and the abbey parking lot
Parking lot for busses free of charge
Infrastructure for big groups
Abbey restaurant on the abbey grounds
Ship station only a 5 min. drive away from the abbey parking lot
“Gateway” to the Wachau region

GUIDED VISIT OF THE ABBEY
During a guided tour your group
learns more about Melk
abbey’s history and
present. The tour
starts in the
Prelate’s Courtyard. Then
guests see
the Imperial
Staircase
and the
wc
Imperial Corridor.
Indoor
The abbey museum with
the exhibition “The Path from Yesterday
to Today” shows, with the help of art objects from the abbey treasury
and library in combination with contemporary multi-media means, the abbey’s
historical significance and its current tasks. The Baroque Marble Hall, the former
dining hall for imperial guests is the last room you visit in the Imperial Wing.
The next part of the tour is the balcony with its excellent view of the Danube valley,
the town of Melk and the Western façade of the abbey church.
The Baroque library leaves a lasting impression because of its harmonious and
detailed architecture. The manuscripts and incunabula in the middle showcase
bespeak the importance of Melk abbey library then and now. This is the end of the
guided tour.
Melk abbey church is the crowning point of the visit. You see it individually after
the guided tour.
Guided tour: approx. 55 minutes
An entrance ticket also includes:
VISIT OF THE NORTHERN BASTION AND THE WACHAU LAB (year-round)
The Northern Bastion, a historical building from the Baroque age, has been
enhanced with contemporary architectural elements and is now open for visitors.
Changing special exhibitions in the “Wachau Lab” (a project of Melk abbey
secondary school) and a panoramic terrace await the guests. A spacious gift shop
is set up on the ground floor where visitors can find unique Melk abbey products.
Duration (individual visit): approx. 30 minutes
VISIT OF THE ABBEY PARK (May to October)
Before or after the abbey visit the abbey park invites you to linger. The
Baroque garden pavilion with exotic frescoes, the “Paradise Garden”, the Jardin
Méditerranéen, the Jardin Oriental, the thought-provoking “St. Benedict’s Path”,
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the “Talking Stones”, the campfire circle, the historical water basin, 250-year-old
linden trees and many more accents wait to be discovered.
~10-15 min Exotic frescoes | Baroque Pavilion
~20-30 min Paradise Garden
~50-60 min Highlights
Guided tour of the abbey park:
can be booked for every day between May and October between 9.00 am and
4.30 pm. The group learns more about the abbey grounds during a guided walk
through the park (approx. 70 minutes). Fee for the guided tour: € 60,00
SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS
Changing special exhibitions by and about local and internationally acclaimed
artists in the Columned Hall and other parts of the monastery as well as in the
Wachau Lab in the Northern Bastion address different subjects from history and
present, art and culture.
At an extra charge you can visit:
MINERAL COLLECTION*
The biggest private mineral collection in Lower Austria is displayed in the former
prelate’s library. A guided visit can be booked for every day of the year within the
opening hours. *For conservation reasons no more than 25 persons can visit at the same time.
Entrance fee for adults: € 2,50 per person + fee for the guided tour: € 40,00

INFORMATION for GROUP RESERVATIONS
RESERVATION:
Please make a written reservation for your group visit at:
Stift Melk – TOURS | tours@stiftmelk.at | Fax: +43 2752 555 249
Your group will be booked at the desired time – if still available – or at the next
possible time. You get a confirmation for your reservation with a tour code
(reservation number).
For information by telephone or questions about the visit: +43 2752 555 232
COMPLIMENTARY TICKETS:
The tour leader and the driver get free entrance (ID card necessary).
CANCELLATION:
A cancellation is possible free of charge until 1 day before the planned arrival (until
4.00 pm). For a later cancellation a fee of € 50,- is charged. In case of no show a
cancellation fee of € 100,- is charged.
PAYMENT:
Payment is possible in cash or with EC or credit card, on the spot.
Payment by bank transfer is only possible if you have a voucher contract with
Melk abbey. Bank charges for a foreign bank transfer must be paid by the voucher
client. In case of default in payment the voucher contract will immediately be
terminated.
GROUP SIZE:
max. 45 persons per guided abbey tour
SCHEDULED TIME OF THE GUIDED TOUR:
We politely request that your group is ready at the scheduled time for the
guided tour. The confirmed time for your visit is the start of the guided tour.

Only after the registration of the group at the information counter and the purchase of the tickets the guided tour can begin. If you can’t start at the scheduled
time, please inform the reservation team (+43 2752 555 232). If a group is late,
we start the guided tour at the next available time slot. We try our best not to
keep guests waiting, but if a group doesn’t arrive at the prearranged time, it can
sometimes not be avoided. On days with many visitors, waiting times at the
entrance to the abbey museum are possible. Be assured that in all these
situations we always make an effort to act in the best interest of all our guests.
OPENING HOURS:
Guided tours for groups can be booked within the following times:
April to October: from 8.45 am to 4.45 pm
November to March: from 9.00 am to 4.00 pm
Guided tours at other times upon request.
Guided tour for groups
of 20 or more paying guests:

Guided tour for small groups
of fewer than 20 guests:

including entrance to the abbey park
(May to October) and the Northern
Bastion
per adult
€ 14,00

including entrance to the abbey park
(May to October) and the Northern
Bastion
per adult
€ 12,50
plus
flat fee
€ 60,00

(possible every day, within the opening hours)

(possible every day, within the opening hours)

prices include 13% VAT and entertainment tax levied by the town of melk/ prices valid until December 2020 / prices per person

Stift Melk / Melk Abbey
inscribed on the World
Heritage List in 2000

OUR CULINARY RECOMMENDATIONS
Melk Abbey Restaurant &
Pavilion Café in the abbey park
tel +43 2752 52 555
restaurant@stift-melk.com
www.stiftsrestaurant-melk.at
• wonderful location on the abbey grounds
• open daily from mid-March to December
• bus groups WELCOME –
large parking lot free of charge
• minimal waiting times
thanks to a well-organized kitchen
• group menus
• reservation necessary!
• TIP: self-service café in the garden
pavilion in the abbey park (May to October)
Our tip for guests who go to Vienna:
Restaurant “Melker Stiftskeller” in Vienna
tel +43 1 533 55 30
office@melkerstiftskeller.at
www.melkerstiftskeller.at
• open Tuesday to Saturday,
5.00 pm – 12.00 pm
• open on holidays,
except on Sundays and Mondays
• hot dishes served until 10.30 pm
• regional ingredients from the Wachau area
and the abbey forests
STIFT MELK
Abt-Berthold-Dietmayr-Straße 1 | A-3390 Melk
tel +43 2752 555 232 | fax +43 2752 555 249
tours@stiftmelk.at | www.stiftmelk.at

WITH YOUR TICKET
YOU CAN SEE:
ABBEY VISIT
daily

Imperial Staircase | Imperial Corridor |
abbey museum | Marble Hall |
balcony | library | abbey church

NORTHERN BASTION &
WACHAU LAB daily
Wachau Lab | panoramic terrace |
gift shop

ABBEY PARK &
GARDEN PAVILION May to October
Baroque garden pavilion |
Paradise Garden | Jardin oriental |
Baroque water basin ...

SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS
daily

in the Northern Bastion |
in the Columned Hall etc.

